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Social Security Announces 2.8 Percent Benefit Increase for 2026
Adapted from blog.ssa.gov

Social Security benefits and Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 
payments for 75 million Americans will increase 2.8 percent in 

2026. On average, Social Security retirement benefits will increase by 
about $56 per month starting in January. Over the last decade the cost-
of-living adjustment (COLA) increase has averaged about 3.1 percent.  
The COLA was 2.5 percent in 2025.

Nearly 71 million Social Security beneficiaries will see a 2.8 percent 
COLA beginning in January 2026. Increased payments to nearly 7.5 
million people receiving SSI will begin on December 31, 2025. (Note: 
Some recipients receive both Social Security benefits and SSI).

“Social Security is a promise kept, and the annual cost-of-living 
adjustment is one way we are working to make sure benefits reflect 
today’s economic realities and continue to provide a foundation of 
security,” said Social Security Administration Commissioner Frank J. 
Bisignano. “The cost-of-living adjustment is a vital part of how Social 
Security delivers on its mission.”

Some other adjustments that take effect in January of each year are 
based on the increase in average wages. For example, the maximum 
amount of earnings subject to the Social Security tax (taxable 
maximum) is slated to increase to $184,500 from $176,100.

Social Security begins notifying recipients about their new benefit 
amount by mail starting in early December. Those who have a personal 
my Social Security account can view their COLA notice online, which is 

secure, easy, and faster 
than receiving a letter in 
the mail. You can set up 
text or email alerts when 
a new message–such as 
your COLA notice–is 
available in your my 
Social Security account.

You will need to have 
a personal my Social 
Security account by 
November 19 to see your COLA notice online. To get started, visit 
www.ssa.gov/myaccount.

Information about Medicare changes for 2026 will be available at www.
medicare.gov. For Social Security beneficiaries enrolled in Medicare, 
the 2026 benefit amount will be available via my Social Security’s 
Message Center starting in late November. Those who do not have an 
online my Social Security account will receive their COLA notice by 
mail in December.

The Social Security Act provides for how the COLA is calculated. 
The Social Security Act ties the annual COLA to the change in the 
Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers 
(CPI-W) as determined by the Department of Labor’s Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. 
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SIMPLY ELEGANT, SIMPLY TIMELESS, SIMPLY PRICED

Plan your memorial.
Preserve your legacy.

Planning your memorial in advance ensures you are remembered 
exactly the way you want. Decisions you make today will reduce the 
emotional and financial strain your family experiences in their grief.

Plan ahead. It’s what’s best for everybody.

715.723.5576    johnsonmonument.com

Turn your 
memories into a 
lasting memorial

SINCE 1917

Plan Today 
for Tomorrow

Planning and pre-planning our funerals is never 
an easy conversion to have however being 

prepared can ease the grief of our loved ones.  

The funeral planning section, starting on
 page 12, gives information, education, 

and advice from local professionals who 
are ready to help in your time of need.

Medicare - You have questions we 
have answers AND our services are 

offered at no cost to you

The Medicare 
marketplace is more 
complicated and 
confusing than ever. 

We want to help.

Your Medicare Health 
Plan Specialists

www.mediqwest.com

Mediqwest
505 S. Dewey St, Ste 103

Eau Claire, WI 54701

715.318.9028Jeff Sauter
715.577.2641 (Cell) 
jsauter@mediqwest.com

Casey Sauter
715.513.9967 (Cell) 

csauter@mediqwest.com
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Can you believe it? Another 365 days 
are nearly in the rearview mirror? 

As we stand on the edge of another 
year, it’s time to reflect on all that has 
happened and, yes, look ahead to what’s 
coming next. I’ve got to admit, looking 
back at 2025, January feels like trying 
to remember a dream from last week—
fuzzy, a bit surreal, and hard to pin down 
with any real clarity. Why? Because 
2025 has been one remarkable ride—
historically, politically, economically, 
and globally. Seriously, we all deserve a 
big round of applause for just surviving 
it all!

The Year That Was
If we had to sum up 2025 in a sentence, it’d be something like, “Well, 
it was like a wild roller coaster ride, but at least the seatbelt worked!” 
First of all, politically, this year has felt like a season finale of a TV 
show that we still can’t quite figure out whether it’s a drama, a comedy, 
or a thriller. We've seen unprecedented political shifts, surprising 
alliances, and a few plot twists that left us all wondering, “Did that 
just happen?” But hey, we’re still here, and somehow, we’re managing 
to make some kind of sense of it all. If 2025 was a political movie, it 
would be both a box office hit and a cult classic. Let’s just hope the 
sequel (2026, anyone?) is a little smoother and slower paced. 

On the economic front, we’ve had a few "hold-your-breath" moments. 
Thankfully, the cost of living didn’t get as bad as the professional 
doom-sayers said it would. As prices soared and then came down again 
(remember how much eggs were earlier this year?) we could only 
wonder if we would make it—but we did. Inflation? Sure, it came for 
dinner, but it didn’t overstay its welcome. According to a recent Wells 
Fargo analysis Thanksgiving Day groceries were down 2-3% over last 
year) Yeah! Global trade? It stumbled a little over the on again, off 
again tariffs, and it’s still finding its groove. And don’t even get me 
started on the tech boom. We’ve had breakthroughs in AI (Artificial 
Intelligence), healthcare, and energy that, quite honestly, make us 
wonder if we’ve somehow stepped into a really good sci-fi novel.

A Global Stage That Kept Us Guessing
Globally, it was one of those years where you never quite knew if 
you were watching history being made or a national blooper reel. We 
had some world leaders who could have passed as action heroes in an 
action-packed political drama—taking risks, making bold decisions, and 
yes, occasionally tripping over their own egos. But for all the drama, 
there’s something heartening about how much collaboration we saw 
in 2025. Nations came together (even when they disagreed), and there 
were some genuinely inspiring moments of diplomacy, global health 
advances, and environmental victories that made us look up and think, 
“Hey, maybe this whole ‘working together’ thing could actually work 
after all.”

Looking Ahead: 2026, We’re Ready for You
Now, as we peek into the future that is 2026, what are we to expect? 
What’s coming down the pipeline that will make us raise our 
eyebrows—or better yet—our glasses in celebration?

Well, let’s start with the fact that we’re likely going to see more of 
everything we just saw. More technology, more global collaboration, 
more unpredictable political moments. But don’t panic - we have learned 

something in 2025. We’ve learned that 
we can handle a lot, even when it feels 
that what we’re dealing with is really 
messy and chaotic. And if there’s one 
thing we’ve all gotten good at this year, 
it’s finding the humor in the chaos and 
riding the waves with a smile.

Looking ahead, it’s easy to get a little 
nervous about what the future holds. 
But let’s not forget—if 2025 showed us 
anything, it’s that we’re resilient. From 
tech revolutions to climate action to 
unexpected moments of grace, we’re 
not just sitting back and letting things 

happen to us. We’re part of the process. We’re making it happen. And 
with that energy, 2026 has got nothing on us.

So, here’s to next year: may it be filled with laughter, learning, and just 
enough surprises to keep life interesting. We’ve got this. Bring it on, 
2026. We’re ready!

Happy holidays, everyone!

Carl Trapani, MA, MS, LPC serves as campus Chaplain at Chippewa 
Manor. He has more than 50 years of pastoral service and professional 
counseling experience. For more information please call (715) 723-
4437 or email him at carl.trapani@chippewamanor.com.

Looking Back; Looking Ahead
Reflections on a year nearly gone and the one to come

By Carl A. Trapani, MA, MS, LPC, Chippewa Manor Campus Chaplain
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Our Special Needs Trusts help preserve the assets of 
people with disabilities without endangering
their eligibility for public benefits.  For information 
on setting up a Wispact Trust use our Contact Us 
Form at  wispact.org/contact-us/

LIVING BEYOND LIMITATIONS

Madison, WI
(608) 268-6006

wispact.org
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Individuals over age 65 and planning to apply for Medicaid benefits 
or go onto long term care are generally faced with the million dollar 

question (or more appropriately, the $2,000 question), “How do I get 
under a $2,000 asset limit?”  

Pursuant to federal and state law, individuals with disabilities who 
have more than $2,000 in available assets are not eligible for means-
tested public benefits, such as Medicaid1 and Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI)2. A “means-tested benefit” (also known as a “needs-
based benefit”) is a public benefit provided by the federal or state 
government agencies (i.e., Department of Health Services and Social 
Security Administration) to an individual based on his or her income 
and resources or assets.  Therefore, individuals with disabilities 
looking to apply for means-tested public benefits, but have over $2,000 
in available assets, need to find ways to become eligible for these 
types of benefits.  Typically, they “spend down” their assets before 
they can apply for and receive public benefits.  However, this “spend 
down” option becomes impractical when an individual acquires large 
sums of funds at once (e.g., damages awarded in a personal injury 
settlement, sale of a house, cash distributions from an IRA, or an 
inheritance from a deceased relative),  In scenarios more conducive 
with the latter category, individuals looking to apply for means-tested 
public benefits might not have the option of a spend down and are 
therefore left scrambling trying to find a solution to their health benefit 
needs.  Luckily, there is another option for individuals with disabilities 
applying for means-tested public benefits who are over the asset limit – 
transferring funds to a special needs trust (“SNT”) or a pooled special 
needs trust (“PSNT”).

With a traditional trust, such as a revocable living trust, assets titled in 
the name of the trust or “owned” by the trust are countable and may 
prevent the individual from qualifying for means-tested public benefits.  
Conversely, federal law was passed to allow for the creation and 
funding of an SNT or PSNT, whereby the assets of the individual placed 
into the SNT or PSNT are not countable under the means-tested public 
benefits eligibility rules3. 

For example, gifted assets have a five-year “look back” restriction.  
However, by putting their assets into a Special Needs Trust, an 
individual with a disability can receive public benefits and conserve 
their assets. These assets can be later used to pay for certain expenses 
which will improve the quality of their life.

I’m over 65 years old, can I create my own SNT and have my child 
act as Trustee?

The short answer is “No.”  According to federal statute, if a person 
desires to create a standalone self-settled SNT (a/k/a (d)(4)(A) trust, 
referring to the federal code), they must be under age 65.

Well, if I can’t create my own SNT, what options do I have?

If spending down the funds is not a practical or available option for an 
individual with a disability and they are over age 65, they still have the 
option to create a first-party funded PSNT sub-account (a/k/a (d)(4)(C) 
trust).  For Wisconsin residents, the two most commonly used PSNT 
organizations are Wispact, Inc.4 and Life Navigators5.

If the sub-account is properly created, funds of an individual with 
a disability placed into a sub-account in a PSNT created for that 
individual’s sole benefit will be considered an exempt resource for 
means-tested public benefits purposes.

For purposes of this article, 
PSNT creation and usage will be 
detailed using Wispact as the PSNT 
organization.

Using SNTs in Estate Planning by 
Family Members of Individuals 
with Disabilities

Another situation in which SNTs 
are used is in estate planning for 
individuals with disabilities by 
parents, grandparents, and others.  
Giving a gift of money or property 
directly to individuals with 
disabilities could put them over the 
$2,000 asset limit if they receive 
or plan to apply for means-tested 
public benefits.  Instead, the money (e.g. an inheritance) can be directed 
to and placed into a third-party SNT.  Directing the funds to a third-
party funded SNT, allows the individual to use the money without being 
concerned about the means-tested financial eligibility restrictions.  For 
example, funds placed into a Wispact Trust II sub-account (third-party 
funded PSNT) are considered exempt to the individual with a disability 
for means-tested public benefits purposes.  Please be aware that to 
remain an exempt resource for the Wispact Beneficiary, the funds in the 
individual’s Wispact Trust sub-account can only be spent for the sole 
benefit of the Beneficiary.

How is a Wispact Trust I Sub-Account Created?

In its simplest form, a Wispact Trust I account Contribution Agreement 
is advised on and completed by a licensed Wisconsin attorney familiar 
with Special Needs or Elder Law.  The trust application form is then 
submitted to Wispact for legal review.  If the application meets the 
requirements set forth by Wispact and its Trustee (in accordance with 
federal and state laws), it is forwarded to the Trustee for its approval, 
and the Trust sub-account is created.

For more information on Wispact and how a sub-account within its 
PSNT may benefit you or a family member, please visit www.wispact.org 
or contact James Giese at (608) 268-6006.
-------------------------
Sources:  1Wisconsin DHS Asset Limit.  2Social Security SSI Asset Limit.
342 U.S.C. § 1396p(d)(4)(A) & (C).  4Wispact, Inc. 5Life Navigators.

How are Special Needs Trusts Used to Avoid a Wasteful 
Spend Down? by James Giese, Wispact Director of Outreach
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CHIROPRACTIC & NUTRITION 
715.834.6333

activehealthec.com

Nerve system out of tune? We can help!
Take the first step!

$59 Initial Visit
(Federal and State Programs Excluded)

Special offer expires December 30th, 2025
*Must mention ad*

Join the millions who have restored health 
naturally, through chiropractic care.

Contact for a tour!

715-831-9118
3706 Damon St., Eau Claire, WI 54701
heritagesenior.com/oakwood-hills

715-831-8200
3515 E. Hamilton Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54701
heritagesenior.com/heritage-court-eau-claire

Happy HolidaysHappy HolidaysA WARM

 F R O M  H E R I T A G E  S E N I O R  L I V I N G

For individuals living with 
dementia or Alzheimer’s 

disease, daily life can 
be filled with confusion, 
agitation, sleeplessness, 
and physical discomfort. 
Families and caregivers 
often search for gentle, 
effective ways to help loved 
ones feel calmer and more 
comfortable. In recent years, 
many have started exploring 
THC (tetrahydrocannabinol)—the primary psychoactive compound 
in cannabis—as a complementary option for easing symptoms and 
enhancing quality of life.

THC interacts with the body’s endocannabinoid system (ECS), a 
network of receptors spread throughout the brain and nervous system. 
The ECS is crucial in regulating mood, memory, pain perception, sleep, 
and inflammation—many of the same areas affected by dementia. 
By binding to CB1 and CB2 receptors, THC helps restore balance, 
potentially alleviating several distressing symptoms related to cognitive 
decline.

One of the most promising uses of THC for dementia is its ability to 
reduce agitation and anxiety, two of the most troubling behavioral 
symptoms. Studies indicate that small doses of synthetic THC (such 
as dronabinol) can calm aggression, restlessness, and verbal outbursts 
in Alzheimer’s patients. Instead of heavy sedatives, which can dull 
awareness or worsen confusion, THC seems to promote a gentler sense 
of calm. Families often notice that patients become more relaxed and 
cooperative, with fewer mood swings or “sundowning” episodes later in 
the day.

THC may also help improve sleep—a common challenge for those with 
dementia. Irregular sleep patterns can intensify confusion and agitation, 
but THC can help regulate circadian rhythms and encourage deeper 
rest. Better sleep leads to clearer mornings, fewer behavioral issues, and 
reduced stress for caregivers.

Pain management is another area where THC can make a significant 
difference. Many dementia patients suffer from arthritis, neuropathy, 
or chronic muscle pain but struggle to communicate their discomfort. 
THC’s natural analgesic and anti-inflammatory properties can ease 
these hidden aches, allowing for greater comfort and mobility. When 
physical pain is relieved, agitation often decreases.

In addition to calming mood and reducing pain, THC may also 
stimulate appetite, helping patients who face weight loss or have a 
reduced interest in food. Restoring the enjoyment of eating can support 
strength, hydration, and overall vitality.

Emerging research also suggests THC may possess neuroprotective 
properties—helping shield brain cells from inflammation and toxic 
buildup associated with Alzheimer’s disease. While not a cure, these 
effects hint at a potential to slow disease progression or support brain 
health alongside traditional treatments.

Because THC is psychoactive, the key is to use low, carefully controlled 
doses. Even a few milligrams can provide noticeable benefits without 
causing intoxication or confusion. Many care providers recommend 
starting with a balanced formula including CBD, another non-
psychoactive cannabinoid that enhances calmness and helps counteract 
THC’s stronger effects.

Ultimately, incorporating THC into dementia care focuses on comfort, 
dignity, and connection. When agitation reduces, sleep improves, and 
pain lessens, patients can enjoy moments of peace and clarity that 
enhance their overall well-being—and allow families to spend more 
meaningful time together.

Although more clinical research is needed, growing real-world evidence 
suggests THC, when used responsibly and under medical supervision, 
can offer dementia patients a gentler path toward feeling calmer, more 
comfortable, and more at ease in their own minds and bodies.

THC and Dementia: A Natural Option for Comfort and Calm
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PG-13 Adult content

presents

Tickets:  cvtg.org or 715-832-7529

7:30pm, Dec. 4-6, 11-13     
1:30pm, Dec. 7 & 14

Grand Theatre
Adults $32   Students $15   Plus fees

presents

The Marvelous Wonderettes use their talent and ingenuity to save 
the day when Santa turns up missing! Featuring great 1960’s popular 

Christmas songs, this is a holiday treat not to be missed!

The Fun 60’s Holiday Musical! The Fun 60’s Holiday Musical!

The Marvelous Wonderettes use their 
talent and ingenuity to save the day at 
the Harper’s Hardware Holiday Party 

when Santa turns up missing! Featuring 
great 1960’s popular Christmas songs, 

this is a holiday treat not to be missed!

presents

Tickets:  cvtg.org or 715-832-7529

7:30pm, Dec. 4-6, 11-13     
1:30pm, Dec. 7 & 14

Grand Theatre
Adults $32   Students $15   Plus fees

gift certificates are available by 
calling 715-832-7529

GOT
PAIN?

2434 LONDON ROAD, EAU CLAIRE
715-834-2341 | 800-359-5034

Check out our website at mothernaturesfood.net

Come see our 
knowledgeable 

staff for help

CapTel Phone Submitted by Compass IL

It is projected that by the year 2050, 
approximately 2.5 billion individuals will 

experience some level of hearing loss. To support 
these individuals, a variety of assistive technology 
devices have been developed. One device 
being the CapTel Phone. This phone assists 
users by providing real-time captions of 
phone conversations and are compatible 
with hearing aids. These devices resemble 
standard landline phones in appearance 
and functionality, featuring a 
screen that displays captions 
during calls.

Please note that captioned phones require a land line phone service and 
some models require an internet connection to operate effectively.

In Wisconsin, residents may qualify to receive a Telecommunications 
Equipment Purchase Program (TEPP) voucher that would cover the 
price of the phone. Prices average from $75.00 at Walmart and Amazon. 
Compass IL offers the opportunity for individuals to borrow or try out 
items mentioned in our articles before making a purchase.

To learn more about this assistive device or other devices that can 
improve your independence, please contact Compass IL at 715-233-1070 
or 800-228-3287. Our services are provided free of charge.

However, we do not directly fund the purchase of assistive technology. 
Through the WisTech Assistive Technology Program, Compass IL 
provides a variety of services, including information on alternative 
financing options like WisLoan, Telework, and TEPP, upon request.
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Are you caring for someone 
living with dementia 

or another 
cognitive impairment?

Finding Meaning and Hope
A Free Discussion Series for Family Caregivers 

Join a group of fellow family 
caregivers to learn how to regain 
hope and build resilience when 
dealing with the challenges of caring 
for someone living with dementia 
or other cognitive impairment. In 
the Finding Meaning and Hope 
discussion series, you will learn skills 
that can help navigate your caregiving journey with 
healing and hope. This 10-session series features videos 
and discussions based on the groundbreaking book, 
Loving Someone Who Has Dementia: How to Find 
Hope While Coping with Stress and Grief by Pauline 
Boss, Ph.D., a leading expert on caregiver grief. You can 
learn more by watching the video trailer below.

Finding Meaning and Hope and the Meaning & Hope Institute are 
programs of Duet: Partners In Health & Aging.

Finding Meaning and Hope
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Are you caring for someone living with dementia
or another cognitive impairment?
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Are you caring for someone living with dementia
or another cognitive impairment?

Finding Meaning and Hope
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Are you caring for someone living with dementia
or another cognitive impairment?

When:  Mondays, 2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. (CT)
 January 26 – March 30, 2026 (10 Sessions)

Where:  Virtual Using Webex 
 (Link will be sent after you RSVP.)
 A computer, tablet, or smartphone 
 are required. If you need assistance or 
 have any questions, contact the ADRC..

Facilitator:  Lisa Wells, Dementia Care Specialist

RSVP for To register or for further information,
Free: visit www.adrcevents.org or call 
 (715) 839-4735. 
 

Finding Meaning and Hope
����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

���������� ��������������������������������������––����������������������
����������������������––��������������������������������

������������

������������������������ ������������������������������������������������������������������������

������������������
����������

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Are you caring for someone living with dementia
or another cognitive impairment?
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or another cognitive impairment?

Finding Meaning and Hope
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Are you caring for someone living with dementia
or another cognitive impairment?

3504 Hoover Ave, Altoona | 715.830.5252

1 Bdrm - $1049-1250 / 2 Bdrm - $1499-1599  + utilities
Water, sewer, trash and cable included in the rent.

Professionally managed by Impact Management Group

Independent living for seniors 55 & older

Fitness, chapel, salon & maintenance 
onsite. Beautiful walking path and 

social activities daily.
Underground parking available.

ALL ABOARD for Seasonal Train Exhibit at the L.E. Phillips 
Memorial Public Library in Eau Claire, Wisconsin! 

For family fun 
suitable for all 
ages, join us on the 
library’s third floor to 
see operating vintage 
Standard Gauge 
electric trains on a 
giant 16 foot by 28 
foot layout. These 
trains are the first 
electric trains sold as toys in the United States, dating back to 1906! 

The layout is fully decorated with tin plate structures and scenery 
items. Challenge yourself to find items listed on a scavenger hunt, or 
just enjoy watching the trains running on three tracks. The trains will 
operate during the month of December. Night trains will be running 
Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Day 
trains will be running Saturday afternoons from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 
p.m. Parents are encouraged to bring a step-stool for little children so 
they can see the trains, as the train tables are 40 inches off the floor. 

The Friends of the Library will host a reading of The Polar Express 
on Saturday afternoons at 1:30 p.m., 2:30 p.m., and 3:30 p.m. 
Admission to the train exhibit is: children $2.00, persons 18 years 
old and above $5.00. Polar Express (includes train exhibit admission) 
$5.00. Free admission on December 9th if a new children’s book is 
donated to the Friends of the Library.

Seasonal Train Exhibit 
at the Library!

by Chuck Lindvig with the Standard Gauge Module Association  

Advertise online for as low 
as $150 for the year! 

seniorreviewnewspapers.com
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SMPs are grant-funded projects of the federal U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), 
U.S. Administration for Community Living (ACL).

Here’s the truthHere’s the truth
• Medicare is NOT issuing plastic cards
• You do NOT need to ‘update’ your Medicare Card
• Medicare will NEVER call or text you asking for 

your Medicare number

Protect YourselfProtect Yourself
• Never give out your Medicare number to 

unexpected callers
• Hang up on anyone asking for personal 

information
• Report suspicious calls to SMP

Have you been told you need Have you been told you need 
a new Medicare card?a new Medicare card?

STOP! It’s a scamSTOP! It’s a scam

Contact Senior Medicare Patrol
 888-818-2611

www.smpwi.org
     WisconsinSeniorMedicarePatrol

NONO NEW  NEW 
MEDICARE CARDMEDICARE CARD

● Income based rents
● No asset limits
● Rents based on 30% of income
● Heat, garbage, water and
 sewer included
● Tenant driven activities
● Community room 

● On-site beauty salon 
● On-site manager & maintenance
● Coin-operated laundry facilities
● Bus stop nearby
● Card access security entrances
● Off street private parking
● Vending machines
● Pets allowed with restrictions 

Independent Living Apartments
HUD subsidized rent for persons 55 or over experiencing low income 

OR persons with a disability.

PA R K  T O W E R

901 South Farwell Street
Eau Claire

For applications, contact the
 Housing Authority of the City of

Eau Claire (715) 839-4943

Handicapped accessible apartments available.

Tours available - 
Call for an appointment 

(715) 839-8602

Comprehensive
Ophthalmology 
Contemporary Cataract
Surgery 
Functional & Cosmetic
Eyelid Surgery 

Dr. Heidi Jarecki
Ophthalmologist

cveclinic.com715-834-8471

CHIPPEWA VALLEY EYE CLINIC
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Total Care Services 
Personal & Supportive/Companionship/Skilled Nursing

Call or text us at
715.379.7889

appealtoheaven.net

The benefits of having a 
    nurse at home

Stay ...out of the E.R 
...out the hospital. 

...out of the nursing home.
Prevention begins at home.

Do you 
want this?

Or this?

benefiting the
Friends of the Library

Train ExhibitSeasonal

Operated by the Standard Gauge Module Association
December 6-December 27   Riverview Room, Level 3

For more information, call 715-839-5004 or email librarian@eauclaire.lib.wi.us
L.E. Phillips Memorial Public Library • 400 Eau Claire Street, Eau Claire

SCHEDULE
Saturdays • 1–5 p.m.

Tuesdays • 4:30–7:30 p.m.

Thursdays • 4:30–7:30 p.m.
(The exhibit is closed on 12/25/2025)

www.ecpubliclibrary.info www.ecpubliclibrary.info/friends

Thank you to our 
community supporters

Polar Express Experience  
Saturdays in December
1:30 p.m., 2:30 p.m., 3:30 p.m.  
Sponsored by Culvers 
($5 per person - includes admission to train exhibit)

Enjoy a reading of The Polar Express, 
a free gift, and a visit from our train 
conductor prior to visiting the exhibit. 
Reservations required, space 
limited. For more information visit                  
www.ecpubliclibrary.info/friends/trains/

• Toy trains from 1906 to 1940 (Original & Reproduction)
• 448 ft

2
 standard gauge layout decorated for the season

• Night trains with lighted cars on Tuesday & Thursday evenings
• Three trains will run at all times 

ADMISSION

Age 18 & over                   $5
Ages 5–17                         $2
Ages 0–4                             FREE

Fight The Flu
With a Shot of  Prevention
Keep your family healthy this cough and 
cold flu season with a flu shot. It’s part 

of  our wellness plan that includes every-
thing you need, from preventive care to 

everyday remedies. 

Mondovi Pharmacy 122 South Eau Claire Street, Mondovi | 715-926-4938
Wally Shong Pharmacy 153 W Lincoln Street, Augusta | 715-286-2515
Ed’s Pharmacy 1511 Main Street, Bloomer | 715-568-2190

STOP IN  OR CALL  US TODAY FOR DETAILS .

Wartime Christmas By Ken Anderson, themayberryguru@gmail.com

As we celebrate another Christmas, we will hear 
the familiar mantra "Peace on earth, goodwill 

toward man". As Americans, we can be thankful 
that at no time since the Civil War has America 
celebrated Christmas with war upon its soil. For the 
most part, Christmas in America has always been 
celebrated with long-standing traditions and joy. 
However, throughout our history, many fathers, 
sons, and brothers were absent at Christmas as 
they were engaged in warfare in other parts of the 
world.

For the people of Great Britain, this is certainly 
not true. Sadly, Britain celebrated Christmas 
while experiencing bombardment from Germany. 
Beginning in 1915, Britain was attacked during 
World War I by German airships, the Zeppelins, and later by Gotha 
bomber planes. These attacks became more numerous as the war 
progressed. For four long years, Britons did not experience any "Peace 
on Earth, goodwill toward man".

During the first Christmas of World War I in 1914, an unplanned 
Christmas Truce occurred along the Western Front. British and German 
soldiers spontaneously ceased hostilities, with over 100,000 soldiers 
participating, meeting in no-man's land to exchange gifts, sing carols, 
and even play football. However, this was a one-time truce and was 
never repeated during the remaining years of war.

When the armistice of the Great War was finalized, 
little did the people of Britain realize that within 
twenty years, the sounds of war would once again 
prevail throughout their land. Christmas would once 
again be celebrated without many fathers, sons, and 
brothers gathered around the Christmas tree. It would 
be six years before the normalcies of Christmas 
would return to the families of Britain.

Not only were thousands of men away from their 
homes fighting for their homeland, but many mothers 
were also actively involved in the war effort. Each 
Christmas, thousands of children would spend 
Christmas away from their families as evacuees 
in the countryside. Children's gifts were often 
homemade and practical. When a child received 

a toy, it would be made from recycled, cheap materials. In 1941, to 
conserve paper, the Ministry of Supply decreed that 'no retailer shall 
provide any paper for the packing or wrapping of goods excepting food 
stuffs or articles which the shopkeeper has agreed to deliver." This 
meant children often received their gifts unwrapped.

This Christmas will be my 79th, and like all others, it will be a 
wonderful, joyful time spent with family and friends. Linda and I will 
have an abundance of food, and our gifts will be beautifully wrapped. 
And I pray someday the entire world will enjoy "Peace on Earth and 
goodwill toward man."
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BE SEEN ON THIS PAGE!!  
$75/MONTH IN FULL COLOR! 
715-831-0325 

seniorreviewnewspapers@gmail.com
seniorreviewnewspapers.com

• All utilities included   • Rent is 30% gross income
• 1 bedroom HUD Section 8 subsidized

• Units for persons elderly and/or disabled
• Near clinics, hospital, bus line

COLONY PARK APARTMENTS
West MacArthur & Stein Blvd. - Eau Claire

www.landmark-company.com
Call today (715) 834-3411 ext. 113

Celebrating our 75th Year!
Spin the wheel to 
Spin the wheel to win a free prize!
win a free prize!

1506 S. Hastings Way, Eau Claire
800-942-0783 • muldoons.com

MEN’S WEAR
PaulAllenCanfield@gmail.com

www.ChippewaValley-Homes.comwww.ChippewaValley-Homes.com

SENIOR COMMISSION SENIOR COMMISSION 
DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE!DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE!

Selling real estate in the Selling real estate in the 
Chippewa Valley since 1997.Chippewa Valley since 1997.

Paul CanfieldPaul Canfield
REALTOR

715-828-0819

The Foot Nurse LLC
Jeanne Jones, RN, CFCS

Toenail trimming and thinning
Callus and corn reduction
Call, text or email for appt:

715-642-2802
Email: FootnurseLLC@gmail.com

 Locations in Eau Claire, Winter, Ladysmith, Chippewa
Falls, Rice Lake and Bloomer.

Next appointment:

Date: _________________________

Time: _________________________

Please call in advance if you are unable to make
your appointment.

Grace Barstow
  Apartments

1105 South Barstow | Eau Claire1105 South Barstow | Eau Claire
1 bedroom apts - 552 sq. ft.

A program of Grace Lutheran Foundation, Inc.
  graceluthfound.com

  apts@graceluthfound.com

Residents must be 62 years of age or disabled and meet the very low income guidelines 
established by the U.S. Department of HUD for subsidized housing. Rent is based on 

30% of the household’s adjusted gross annual income. Our properties are tobacco-free. 
Call 715.832.1174 to schedule your personal tour!

St. John’s ApartmentsSt. John’s Apartments
815 Chapin St, Eau Claire

715-834-6302
Request an application or 

schedule a showing

Rent is 30% of 
adjusted income 
through HUD 
section 8.

Good Shepherd Senior Apartments

715-834-3587
goodshepherdseniorapartments.org

1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments
Optional Home-Cooked Meals

Security Access Front Doors
Emergency Pull Cords

Planned Activities

3304 14th Street | Eau Claire 

Need Help With Your Homes 
Plumbing, Heating, 

Air Conditioning & Drain Cleaning?

Call Us Today!  7/24/365 Available

1-800-307-9000 
or service@wiersgalla.com

CHIPPEWA VALLEY CREMATION SERVICES
Caring and Affordable Services

715.835.3333
1717 Devney Dr - Altoona

chippewavalleycremation.com

We can help. And save you 
thousands. Go online or call 
today. We’re here to help.

Thinking Cremation?

in Carson Parkin Carson Park

Oct. 3rd-Jan. 3
www.cvmuseum.com

CH
IPPEWA

VA L L E Y

MUSEUM

CH
IPPEWA

VA L L E Y

MUSEUM

CH
IPPEWA

VA L L E Y

MUSEUM

THE TAGBOARD
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Dusting off some Local History: 
“Best with Butter and 

Some Sugar”
By Greg Kocken, Archivist, UW-Eau Claire, Kockeng@uwec.edu

One sure sigån that the holidays are approaching is when you 
start to see lefse in the coolers at local grocery stores. I recall 

my first time trying lefse and, with apologies to all my friends 
of Scandinavian ancestry, I was left unimpressed. Making and 
consuming lefse is a popular tradition in the Chippewa Valley owing 
to our region’s deep Scandinavian roots. It is a tradition that remains 
strong. Lefse recipes are often handed down from generation to 
generation. “I usually start making it in mid-September when the 
days get cooler,” reported Hixton resident Lilah Hanson in 1975. 
“November is the 
busiest time, and 
we’ll be working 
from early morning 
until late at night,” 
elaborated Hanson. 
Lefse is a traditional 
Norwegian flatbread 
and a common sight 
on dinner tables 
from November 
to March. It is 
especially popular around the holidays, which might explain why 
it has become more prevalent in local grocery stores at this time of 
the year. Although there are different recipes for lefse, and many 
variations on how you serve it, it is almost always produced using 
potato as the main ingredient. Lilah Hanson, as quoted in the Eau 
Claire Leader Telegram in 1975, likes it “best with butter and some 
sugar.” Cooking lefse serves as an important social occasion bringing 
families and communities together. Although my own initial reaction 
to lefse was rather muted, I have come to enjoy it more over time. 
Indeed, I also enjoy it best with a little butter and sugar.

The archives at the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire have a 
collection of church cookbooks from the Chippewa Valley region.  
The following, taken from that collection, is a recipe from a 1978 
church cookbook from Eau Claire, Wisconsin.  Perhaps it will 
provide an occasion to bring your own family together (and you 
won’t need a lefse kjeule, as seen in the image, to make it!).

Recipe: Norwegian Lefse
Ingredients:
• 5 large potatoes
• 3 T. butter
• ½ cup sweet cream
• Flour
• 1 tsp. salt

Instructions: 
Boil [peeled] potatoes, mash. Add cream, butter and salt. Beat until 
fluffy and cool. Add flour enough to handle soft dough. Make into 
loaf. Cut into pieces for rolling out using pastry cloth and cloth on 
rolling pin as you will get by with less flour and lefse will be more 
tender. Keep dough cool. [Bake using a griddle].  Cover baked lefse 
between towels to keep moist.

The lefse kjeule, shown here, is a special 
rolling pin with grooves designed for 

rolling out traditional lefse.  
Image courtesy Chippewa Valley Museum.

“This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer”

G O V E R N M E N T S U B S I D I Z E D H O U S I N G
in Eau Claire County.  Taking applications for our waiting list.

Ruth Gullerud Villa
4910 Otteson Lane Eau Claire

Physically disabled housing.

LEAVE YOUR MAINTENANCE WORRIES BEHIND 
Most properties are pet-friendly and include community rooms, 

on-site laundry and off-street parking.
 Residents are responsible for 30% of adjusted income

ImpactSeven.org    715-279-6693

ORVILLE’S
HAIR STYLE

1318 Birch Street - On bus line
715.834.7802

SENIOR PERM SALE
Matrix Perm $76.00
Includes wash, cut, style

Reg. $83. Must present coupon. Exp. 12-31-2025

SENIOR PERM SALE
Quantum Perm $75.00

Includes wash, cut, style
Reg. $82. Must present coupon. Exp. 12-31-2025

Haircut Special: 
Save $2 on Hair Cut

Reg. $21. Must present coupon. Expires 12-31-2025

2175 E Park Ave • Chippewa Falls • WisVets.com

Compassionate 
& Professional 

Skilled 
Nursing Care 

Happy Holidays Happy Holidays 
FROM ALL OF US AT 

WI Veterans Home at
Chippewa FallsChippewa Falls

Call 715-720-6775 to set up a tour of 
our community!
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City of Eau Claire
Housing Rehabilitation Loan Program

The City of Eau Claire Housing Division is taking applications for its 
Housing Rehabilitation Loan Program. The Rehabilitation Loan Program 
is Federally funded and offers loans up to $20,000. This program is for 
homes in need of repair, not for extensions or cosmetic renovations.

The hearing impaired may contact this office by TDD (715) 839-4943. If there are other specialized needs due
to handicap, i.e. sign language interpreter, wheelchair accessibility, reader, please contact this office.

Types of Eligible Work:
-  Roof & window replacement
- Plumbing repairs or 

upgrading
- Accessibility Modifications

-  Electrical repairs or upgrading
- Carpentry repairs
- Heating system replacement
- Energy saving repairs
- Siding repairs or replacement

-  City of Eau Claire resident
- The assessed value of the 

property may not exceed 
$165,750

- Property must be a minimum 
of 25 years old

- Owner occupied (at least one 
year)

- Good credit history
- HUD income guidelines apply: 

not to exceed 80% of area 
median income

Applicant Eligibility Requirements:

For eligibility information and application 
call the Rehab Specialist at (715) 839-8294.

• Colonial style home -built in 1991

• Offering 4 spacious resident rooms, 
with each room featuring 249 square 
feet of living space and a private bath.

• Focus is individualized assisted living 
for adults who can benefit from personal 

care, health monitoring, and supportive services 
to improve, stabilize, or maintain their physical 
health, mental health and well-being.

There’s no better home for your loved one than Apple Valley

APPLE VALLEY HOME
6700 Highway 53 | Eau Claire

(715) 835-5141

Have you ever wondered if you 
avoid Probate by having a Will? 

Unfortunately, just having a Will does 
not avoid Probate. A Will merely lays out 
your plan for where your assets should 
go upon your death. What determines if 
your estate goes through Probate or not 
depends on whether assets are still in 
your name after your death.

If you die with assets remaining in your 
name, there is no one who has authority 
to sell or transfer those assets. Probate 
is needed to legally authorize someone to sell or transfer your assets 
according to the plan in your Will.

Because Probate is only required for assets left in a deceased 
individual’s name, all assets with a beneficiary designated or jointly 
owned with another person would not have to go through the Probate 
process. Those assets automatically transfer ownership by law. All 
other assets then must go through Probate. In Wisconsin, there are 
typically two different types of Probate estates go through. If the 
total value of all assets of the estate is less than $50,000, you can 
do a simplified version of Probate by using a Transfer by Affidavit 
(some states call this a “small estate affidavit”). If the asset total of 
the estate is greater than $50,000, then a full Probate is required.

The Probate process begins with paperwork being completed and 

submitted, along with the Will. The 
court then must admit the Will and 
appoint the Personal Representative (i.e., 
executor). If there is no Will, the court 
still must open the Probate Estate and 
appoint a Personal Representative. The 
court sets certain deadlines the Personal 
Representative is responsible to meet. 
For example, the deadline to publish 
notice of the estate in the newspaper and 
deadline to file an inventory of assets 
with the court.

The Personal Representative then must collect all of the esate’s 
assets, pay the estate’s bills, make distributions to beneficiaries, 
and coordinate to have any necessary tax returns done. To finalize 
and close the Probate Estate, the Personal Representative must file 
an accounting with the court to show the court what happened to 
all of the Estate’s assets. In addition, the Personal Representative 
must obtain receipts from the beneficiaries to show proof that the 
beneficiaries received the distributions from the estate, and also 
must show the court proof there are no outstanding taxes to be paid 
or returns that must still be filed. After this, the court dismisses the 
Personal Representative and closes the Estate.

If a loved one has passed away, and they have assets requiring 
Probate, please contact our office at 715-835-6196 to schedule a 
consultation to discuss how we can help you.

What is Probate? By Grosskopf & Burch Law Firm
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It’s About Living Well — Right to the End 
By Stokes, Prock & Mundt Funeral Chapel

We spend our lives planning for the things that matter — 
vacations, weddings, retirement, even what’s for dinner next 

week. But one plan many of us avoid is one of the most meaningful 
of all: planning for how we want to be remembered. Funeral 
preplanning isn’t about death; it’s about living well, right up to the 
very end. It’s a chance to ensure that your final chapter reflects the 
life you’ve lived — and to give your loved ones the priceless gift of 
peace of mind.

Many people don’t realize how much emotional weight is tied up 
in “what if” thoughts about the future. Questions like “What will 
happen when I’m gone?” or “Will my family know what to do?” 
can quietly sit in the back of your mind for years. By taking the 
time to preplan your funeral, you clear away that mental clutter. 
Instead of uncertainty, there’s calm. Instead of leaving decisions to 
others, you’ve put your wishes into place — and that frees you to 
enjoy today more fully.

Preplanning is about more than choosing a casket or a service date. 
It’s about telling your story the way you want it told. Maybe you 
want a traditional service with hymns and prayers, or perhaps you 
imagine something more personal — a celebration with laughter, 
favorite music, and photo displays. You can choose readings 
that reflect your values, request a memorial slideshow of family 
moments, or even plan a gathering in a special location, like the 
garden you loved or the lake where you spent summers.

When you make those choices yourself, you shape a farewell that’s 
as unique as the life you lived. It’s your story — and you get to 
write the ending.

One of the most profound benefits of preplanning is the gift it 
gives to those you love. In the days following a loss, families 
face dozens of decisions, often under emotional strain and time 
pressure. Without guidance, they may struggle with questions: 
Would Mom have wanted a burial or cremation? Did Dad prefer a 
small service or something larger?

By answering those questions in advance, you lift a tremendous 
burden from their shoulders. They can focus on what truly matters 
— comforting one another and celebrating your life — rather 
than worrying whether they’re “getting it right.” Many families 
describe a deep sense of relief when they know they’re carrying 
out their loved one’s wishes exactly as intended.

There’s also a practical side to preplanning: it allows you to make 
financial decisions thoughtfully and ahead of time. Funeral costs 
can add unexpected stress for families, but preplanning gives you 
options — from setting aside funds to prepaying for services at 
today’s prices. It’s one more way to ensure your affairs are in order 
and your loved ones are protected.

Perhaps the most surprising thing about preplanning is how life-
affirming it can be. Many people say they feel lighter, more at 
peace, and even more focused on enjoying life once their plans are 
in place. It often sparks meaningful conversations with children 
and grandchildren, giving you the chance to share memories, 
values, and wishes openly.

And with that important 
task checked off your list, 
you’re free to focus on what 
truly matters: savoring the 
time you have, making new 
memories, and embracing 
each day without the shadow 
of uncertainty.

Preplanning isn’t about 
preparing for death — it’s 
about making the most of 
life. It’s an act of love, a 
celebration of individuality, 
and a final gift of clarity and 
comfort to those you cherish 
most. By planning ahead, 
you ensure that your story 
ends the way it deserves to: with grace, purpose, and the same 
thoughtfulness that guided the rest of your life.

After all, living well doesn’t stop at the end — it simply takes a 
different kind of planning.

lifetimememorials.com

2228 East Ridge Center
Eau Claire   

715.830.5099

A  lasting 
tribute to life

P lan your memorial. P lan your memorial. 
             Preserve your legacy.             Preserve your legacy.
Planning your memorial in advance ensures you are remembered exactly 
the way you want. Decisions you make today will reduce the emotional 
and financial strain your family experiences in their grief.

Plan ahead. It’s what’s best for everybody.
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IT’S YOUR LEGACY 

Schedule your estate planning
consultation today

www.eclawyers.com
715.835.6196

Let’s put together a plan

Our focus is estate
planning and elder law, so

we can help you better plan
on how to protect, preserve,
and pass your legacy to the

next generation

What To Ask When Choosing a Memorial By Lifetime Memorials

Selecting a memorial for your departed loved one can be an 
emotionally taxing experience. I still remember standing in the 

cemetery with my sister after our mother passed, holding a folder of 
design papers and feeling completely overwhelmed. You want to create 
something beautiful to mark your loved one’s resting place, but with so 
many options, where do you even begin? Let us help guide you through 
the process.

Here are 5 important questions to ask when choosing a 
memorial—including the ones I had to ask myself.

1. What Are the Rules of the Cemetery?
When my sister and I visited the cemetery office, we learned that the 
section where our mother would be buried only allowed flat markers. 
We had originally imagined a small upright stone, something similar 
to what she had admired when visiting family graves, but cemetery 
regulations meant we had to rethink our plan.

Most cemeteries have rules and regulations that guide the type and 
style of memorials permitted. Some don’t allow above-ground stones 
or statuary. Others prohibit flowers or personal items at gravesites, 
so adding a vase to a headstone could go unused. It’s much better to 
know these guidelines up front before investing time—and money—
into a memorial that later turns out to be unacceptable.

2. What Is My Budget?
The day we walked into the memorial showroom, we were surprised 
by how much prices varied. Different materials, finishes, and design 
elements all added up quickly.

Before you begin designing a memorial, determine how much 
you can realistically spend. Setting a budget early will help you 
understand which elements you can comfortably include and which 
may need to be simplified. Sharing your price range with your 
memorial consultant from the start can save you stress and help them 
guide you toward choices that are both meaningful and 
affordable.

3. Is This Memorial for One Person, or Part of a Family 
Plot?
Our mother was to be buried in a family plot where our 
grandparents already had matching gray stones with simple 
engraving. As much as we wanted her memorial to feel 
unique to her personality, we also wanted it to harmonize 
with the rest of the family markers.

If you’re designing a memorial for a single plot, you have 
much more stylistic freedom. But if you’re adding to a 
family plot, consider the look and feel of existing stones. A 
highly ornate or colorful stone can look out of place among 
otherwise simple markers. Cohesion can help maintain the 
overall dignity of the space.

4. What Design Elements Do I Want?
This was one of the hardest decisions for us. Should we keep 
the engraving simple? Should we add an epitaph? Would a 
small engraved rose—her favorite flower—feel right?

There are two major 
design categories to 
consider:
•	 Engraving: Will 

you include just the 
name and dates, or 
add a personal touch 
such as a quote, 
religious symbol, or 
cameo photo?

•	 Add-ons: These 
may include 
statuary, crosses, 
vases, or other decorative elements.

If you’re unsure, your memorial consultant can show you examples 
and mockups so you can see how your vision translates to the actual 
stone.

5. What Material Do I Want?
In the end, we chose a soft gray granite that matched the family plot 
but still allowed for a delicate engraved rose. We were told it would 
take about 90 days to complete, which is common for standard 
materials.

Your choice of material affects the memorial’s appearance, cost, and 
timeline. Common materials—like standard granite colors—may 
already be in stock and can be completed sooner than the typical 90 
to 120 days. Less common stones or unique colors need to be special-
ordered, which may extend production time to four to six months.

Choosing a memorial is a deeply personal process, one that blends 
grief, love, and the desire to honor someone’s life in a lasting way. 
Asking these questions helped my family move forward with 
confidence, and I hope they help guide you, too.
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Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn
FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICES

814 First Ave | Eau Claire

715-832-8301

1405 N. Clairemont Ave | Eau Claire

715-834-4456

lenmarkfh.comlenmarkfh.com

What Could Happen If You Don’t Have an Estate Plan
By Cole Bruner, President of Buska Retirement Solutions and Buska Wealth Management

Many people assume estate planning is 
only for the wealthy or elderly, but 

in reality, everyone needs one—no matter 
their age, assets, or family situation. An 
estate plan is not just about passing on 
wealth; it’s about protecting your loved 
ones, ensuring your wishes are honored, 
and providing clarity when it’s needed 
most. Without one, the future can quickly 
become uncertain, stressful, and expensive 
for those you care about most.

1. The State Decides Who Inherits Your Assets
If you pass away without a will or trust, you’re considered to have 
died “intestate.” This means state law—not you—determines who 
inherits your property. The distribution follows a legal formula, 
typically prioritizing spouses and children, but not always in the 
way you might expect or want. For example, unmarried partners, 
stepchildren, close friends, or charities you care about may receive 
nothing at all. Even worse, family disputes can erupt as relatives 
fight over what they believe you would have wanted.

2. The Probate Process Can Be Lengthy and Costly
Without clear instructions, your estate may go through probate—a 
public, court-supervised process that settles debts and distributes 
assets. Probate can take months or even years to complete, delaying 
access to funds your family might need right away. It also comes 
with legal fees, court costs, and administrative expenses that 
can significantly reduce the value of your estate. In contrast, a 
well-structured estate plan can streamline or even avoid probate 
altogether, saving time, money, and stress for your heirs.

3. Minor Children Could End Up With a Court-Appointed 
Guardian
If you have young children and haven’t named a guardian, the court 
will decide who takes care of them. That decision may not align 
with your values, lifestyle preferences, or family relationships. 
In some cases, relatives might even contest guardianship, leaving 
children caught in the middle of emotional legal battles. By naming a 
guardian in your will, you ensure that your children are cared for by 
someone you trust.

4. Your Healthcare Wishes May Not Be 
Honored
An estate plan isn’t only about what happens 
after you pass—it also addresses what 
happens if you’re alive but unable to make 
decisions. Without a healthcare power of 
attorney or living will, doctors and family 
members may be left guessing about your 
medical preferences. This uncertainty can 
lead to painful conflicts among loved ones 
and outcomes that don’t reflect your wishes. 
Proper healthcare directives give clarity, 

ensuring that your voice is heard even when you can’t speak for yourself.

5. Family Conflicts Can Emerge
In the absence of a clear estate plan, even close families can 
experience tension, misunderstandings, and resentment. Disputes 
over assets, care decisions, or funeral arrangements can strain 
relationships for years. A thoughtful estate plan provides transparency 
and structure, helping prevent disagreements before they start.

Failing to plan your estate doesn’t just affect your finances—it 
affects your family’s peace of mind, stability, and future. By creating 
an estate plan that includes a will, powers of attorney, healthcare 
directives, and possibly a trust, you take control of your legacy and 
spare your loved ones from unnecessary hardship. Estate planning 
isn’t about anticipating death—it’s about protecting life’s most 
important relationships.

ESTATE PLANNING
JUST GOT EASY

510 N 17th Avenue Suite A, Wausau, WI 54401 | 715.355.4445
3621 E Hamilton Avenue, Eau Claire, WI 54701 | 715.318.4540
www.RetireWithBuska.com | Info@RetireWithBuska.com

Advisory services are offered through Buska Wealth Management, LLC, an SEC Investment Advisor. Insurance products and services are offered through Buska Retirement Solutions, Inc., an affiliated company. 
Buska Wealth Management, LLC does not offer tax planning or legal services but may provide references to tax services or legal providers. Buska Wealth Management, LLC may also work with your attorney or 
independent tax or legal counsel. Please consult a qualified professional for assistance with these matters. You should always consult with a qualified professional before making any tax or legal decisions.”

On average, our service costs 70% less
than traditional estate attorney fees

Don’t leave life’s most important decisions to the state.
Call 715.318.4540 today to schedule your appointment.

Financial and Healthcare Powers of Attorney, Wills, and 
Revocable Trusts -- smart, attorney-backed, legally sound 
documents to help you build and protect a lasting legacy.
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Stokes, Prock & Mundt
FUNERAL CHAPEL

Even the smallest touch can make a big difference in personalizing your funeral 
services. There’s no right or wrong when it comes to celebrating your loved one 

and honoring their life, accomplishments, and individuality.   

715-832-3428 | stokesprockandmundt.com 

Cremation Society of Wisconsin 
We offer a full range of cremation options. We have our own on-site 

crematory and a full staff to assist you with whatever your needs may be.

715-834-6411  |  cremationsociety-wi.com 

Two options to serve you, at one convenient location:

Our staff is here to guide and assist you with a high 
degree of respect and concern during your time 

of loss. We will provide the most fitting service for 
your individual needs, at the most affordable cost 

with the many options that we offer. 

We also service the entire state of Wisconsin.

535 South Hillcrest Parkway - Altoona, WI

Compassion and understanding in your time of needCompassion and understanding in your time of need

Helpful HeartsHelpful Hearts
FoundationFoundation

Do you need help paying for burial or 
cremation expenses for your loved one?

Helpful Hearts Foundation was created by Randy Mundt, 
former owner of Stokes, Prock & Mundt Funeral Chapel 

and Cremation Society of Wisconsin, to help low-income 
families who have experienced the death of a loved one, 
to pay for funeral expenses. While the primary purpose 

is to help with the loss of a child, the application 
processs is open to anyone in financial need, for final 
expenses in Eau Claire and surrounding counties. We 
are reaching out to help our community, during their 

time of greatest need.

For more information on the 
application process, or to make 

a monetary donation to this 
501(c)3 non-profit organization, 

please visit 
www.helpfulheartswi.org.


