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In Prairie Farm, Wisconsin, a unique Amish urn
company (Vance Creek Designs) has carved
out a niche in the market by creating handcrafted
urns that blend traditional craftsmanship with a
deep respect for the environment and the memories
of loved ones. This family-run business, rooted
in the values of the Amish community, prioritizes
quality, sustainability, and emotional connection
in every piece they produce. Owner John Mark
is always warmed by sharing their story and
creating connections through his work.

John Mark and his sons are skilled woodworkers who employ
techniques passed down through generations. Using locally sourced
hardwoods such as oak, cherry, and maple, cedar, walnut, they create
urns that are not only functional but also pieces of art. Each urn is
crafted with meticulous attention to detail, ensuring that it meets

the highest standards of quality and aesthetics. This commitment to
craftsmanship reflects the Amish belief in doing work that honors both
the creator and the recipient.

John Mark also keeps sustainability at the heart of the company’s
operations. The artisan prioritizes eco-friendly practices, ensuring

that all materials are sourced responsibly and that waste is minimized
during production. This commitment to the environment resonates with
customers who seek products that align with their values. By using
natural materials and traditional methods, the company not only creates
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Amish Traditions Meet Modern Commerce

by Danny McLennan, Hay River Company
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beautiful urns but also reduces its carbon footprint,
supporting the broader goal of environmental
stewardship.

Customer service is a cornerstone of the business.
The artisans work closely with families to understand
their needs and preferences, providing guidance in
selecting the perfect urn. This personal touch fosters
a supportive atmosphere where customers feel
comfortable discussing their desires and honoring their
loved ones’ memories. The company understands
that choosing an urn is a deeply emotional
process, and they strive to make it as meaningful
and comforting as possible. They also have close neighbors
that help run the online section of their business. Hay River Company,
just a few doors down, helps the company grow with their online
presence while maintaining relationships virtually.

As the business grows, it remains committed to its core values of
craftsmanship, sustainability, and community. John Mark is dedicated to
preserving their heritage while also adapting to modern needs, ensuring
that their handcrafted urns are not only a reflection of tradition but also
a relevant choice for today’s families. With each urn, they provide a
beautiful and lasting tribute that honors the life of the deceased while
also supporting the values of the living. This blend of tradition and
modernity makes the Amish urn company in Prairie Farm a truly special
place.




-pla our funerals is never
version to have however being
prepared can €ase the grief of our loved ones.

The funeral planning section in the following
pages gives information, education,
and advice from local professionals who
are ready to help in your time of need.

Pre-Planning

%76@ Monument Sales

Curtis Beste, Funeral Director
Nicholas Ficken, Funeral Director

611 3rd Street, Mosinee

715-693-2450
www.bestefh.com .r- /
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hat were some of the most

memorable gifts you’ve ever
received? What is it that made them
stand out for you? More than likely, it
was a combination of factors...perhaps
the way they were presented to you,
the “surprise” element, maybe even the
monetary value of the gifts. More than
likely, however, the gifts that have meant
the most to you are those that reflect the
love between the giver and the receiver of
the gift; those that clearly show that there
was genuine thoughtfulness behind the
reason for the gift.

Have you ever thought that pre-planning your funeral could be
considered a “gift”? Pre-planning your funeral, although it cannot
be wrapped or packaged like a traditional gift, is one that is truly

a reflection of your care and concern for your loved ones. The
multitude of decisions that need to be made when someone dies can
be overwhelming, especially considering the emotional pain and
stress that family members are under. When you openly share your
thoughts and take the time to pre-arrange your funeral, the pressure
and burden of planning at the time of need is greatly diminished and
allows your loved ones the time to grieve. It also affords you the
time to carefully explore and discuss all your options with those you
care about and select those that are the most meaningful to you and
your family. What an amazing gift to leave your loved ones.

I'7J | LAW FIRM, LLC T

ESTATE PLANNING & ELDER LAW

ESTATE PLANNING AND
ELDER LAW SERVICES

We are committed to personal service for each client.

SERVICES INCLUDE:
Asset Protection
Powers of Attorney
Nursing Home/
Medicaid Planning
Probate * Wills
Revocable Living Trusts
Trust Administration

Warm Wishes for a Happy Holiday

TWO LOCATIONS:
305 S. 18th Ave - Suite 200, Wausau, Wl » 715.843.5001
158 S. Anderson St - Suite 3, Rhinelander, Wl ¢ 715.365.3232
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The holiday season is a time when
families gather together who may not
have the opportunity to see each other
frequently throughout the year. It is a
time when old times are recalled, stories
are shared and new memories are made.
We are certainly not suggesting that you
use this time to “talk about death”, but
rather to relish the moments with your

| loved ones, pay attention to the stories
that are told, notice the things that matter
and think about the clues that are given
about what things would contribute

to a meaningful tribute to their lives.
Most importantly, savor the gift of time with your loved ones. If
the opportunity should present itself to have the discussion about
specific funeral or end of life wishes, take advantage of it and turn
that conversation into the gift of pre-planning. Although it is a gift
whose true value may not be realized until many years later, it is
nonetheless, one of the greatest gifts we can give.

Peterson/Kraemer has an entire staff of compassionate and
knowledgeable individuals who can assist you with all the details

of pre-planning your funeral. Call us anytime to schedule a time

to discuss your plan. We wish you the Merriest of Christmases, the
Happiest of New Years and we hope you experience all the blessings
that 2023 holds in store.

Give your family the gift of
peace of mind.

Pre-planning your funeral is a gift whose true value is revealed
when it is needed most. Call us today to learn more about
giving one of the most considerate gifts to your loved one.

\ Athens * Edgar * Marathon
Pete rson/ . Wausau EasteWausau West

Kraemer N 715-845-6900

WWWHOUGUMLAWCOM Funeral Homes & Crematory Inc. petersonkraemer.com
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[t you truly
wouldn’t want
to be seen in
that outfit,
now is the time
to tell them!

Helke BRAINARD

Funeral Home and
Cremation Service CREI\/IATION CENTER

302 Spruce Street, Wausau, WI 522 Adams Street, Wausau, WI
Phone:715-842-3993 Phone: 715-845-5525
Email: helke@brainardhelke.com Email: brainard@brainardhelke.com
www.Helke.com www.BrainardFuneral.com

Preplanning takes the guesswork out
of every decision your family has to make.
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Become Inform ed By Brainard Funeral Home
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et’s be honest; most people are unprepared

for when a death occurs. It is natural to feel
overwhelmed at the time you experience a loss.
What can you do to better prepare? For starters,
it is important that you be well informed.

Research your providers. Each funeral home
is unique. Don’t be afraid to stop in at your
local funeral home to meet the staff, take a
tour, and look at their product offerings such -
as caskets, urns and printed materials. Funeral
homes can offer a wide variety of products-

from traditional to modern and everything

in between. Take a look around the funeral home and determine if the
facility will suit your needs. Can it accommodate the number of guests
expected? Can the DVD slideshow be played on a large screen? Can you
have food available to guests in a separate room? Make sure the facility
provides the feeling of warmth and welcome and offers a space to allow
for grieving and healing. Get to know the people who will be walking
with you during one of the most delicate times in your life. You want to
feel comfortable and confident in their skills and abilities to carry out
your wishes. Planning ahead and getting to know your funeral providers
can help alleviate any panic when the need for them arises.

It is important to know the different types of ceremonies each funeral
home can offer. Does the funeral home only offer immediate cremation?
Can you have a traditional Catholic funeral service at the funeral

home? Are you able to bring your dad’s motorcycle into the facility to
display as a centerpiece? Become familiar with your options and know
that many things are possible. Some families choose to do things very
traditionally while others prefer a more personal experience. Sit down

e

with a funeral director and discuss what your
desires are and what options they allow you.
Together, you can come up with a ceremony
that will best fit your needs and honor your life.
You can plan as little or as much as you are
comfortable with.

Cost can be a huge factor in selecting a specific
funeral home or ceremony. Familiarize yourself
with different offerings and their costs to help
ease the stress that comes with planning a
funeral. You should never feel pressured to over
consume but should be shown all options so
you are able to make a sound decision for what best fits your needs. It is
suggested you sit with an advance funeral planner or a funeral director
to get an idea of the financial responsibility for when the time comes.

Plan ahead. Planning ahead can provide financial savings for when
funeral services are needed. It allows for peace of mind and gives

you control in ensuring your final wishes are carried out. It eases

the burden placed on survivors to make “the right choice” and helps
prevent disagreement which can often lead to tension. Most importantly,
planning ahead ensures that your life is honored the way you would like
it to be.

Get to know your local funeral homes and funeral directors and educate
yourself on the services and products they offer. All funeral homes are
unique but the goal is still the same- to create and provide meaningful
funeral services to honor each life live. Do your research and become
well informed.
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Attorneyjeffery Drach is a trusted Certified
Elder Law Attorney leading the way in areas of
protecting your home, money and independence.
Our services include, but not limited to:

Life Planning (Power of Attorney)
Medicaid Planning
Estate Planning (Wills & Living Trusts)
Special Needs Planning

Asset Preservation Planning
(Revocable & Irrevocable Trusts)

VA Planning Guardianships Probate

715.842.0606

www.drachelderlawcenter.com
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Planning your memorial in advance ensures you are remembered
exactly the way you want. Decisions you make today will reduce the

emotional and financial strain your family experiences in their grief.

-

Plan ahead.
It's what's best
for everybody.

Ao
bt

1915 Baker Drive,
Wisconsin Rapids

715-423-2370

2332 Main Street,
Stevens Point

715-344-6577
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¥ Why Procrastinating on Your Estate Plan Can Be Risky

Funeral Guide

By Hougum Law Firm
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any people put off estate planning,

thinking they have plenty of time or
that it is a task for the distant future. Delaying
the creation of an estate plan, however, can
lead to significant risks and complications for
you and your loved ones.

Recent reports indicate that fewer Americans
are preparing or maintaining their estate plans
than ever, which leaves them vulnerable in
times of crisis. We want to take a minute

to let you know just a few of the reasons
why you should prioritize your estate plan
immediately and work with an experienced
estate planning attorney to get it done. To begin, unexpected crises

can happen at any time. Life is unpredictable, and a sudden illness,
accident, or death can occur without warning. In such situations, having
a comprehensive estate plan ensures that your wishes are followed,

and your family is taken care of. Without an estate plan, not only could
your family be left in chaos, your assets could be distributed according
to state laws, which may not align with your preferences. In the event
of an emergency, someone needs to have the legal authority to make
decisions on your behalf. An estate plan allows you to appoint a trusted
individual as your agent under your durable power of attorney or health
care decision maker. This gives them the legal right to manage your
affairs if you are incapacitated. This is crucial for ensuring your medical
and financial decisions are handled as you would want, and that crucial
time is not wasted establishing this much needed decision making
power.

As the year comes to a close, we want to
take a moment to express our heartfelt
gratitude to each of you. Your support,
resilience, and dedication to the health

and well-being of our community have

made all the difference. Whether through
volunteerism, partnership, or simply choosing
to prioritize your health, you've contributed
to making our community stronger.

from all of us at

This holiday season, we celebrate you.
Thank you for your trust, your compassion,
and your commitment to a healthier,
brighter future for all.

North Central
Health Care

Person centered. Outcome focused.

Warmest wishes for a joyful holiday season
and a new year filled with peace, health,
and happiness.

Serving Marathon, Lincoln, and Langlade Counties

WWwWw.horcen.org
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Further, in today's digital age, much of our
personal and financial information is online.
Discuss with your attorney whether or not your
estate plan should address the management of
your digital assets, including online banking,
social media accounts, and other digital
properties. Your attorney can share with you
why designating someone with the authority to
handle these assets is essential for protecting
your digital legacy and ensuring seamless
transitions.

One of the significant benefits of estate
planning is avoiding the probate process, which
can be lengthy, expensive, and stressful for your heirs. A well-structured
estate plan can also minimize the tax burden on your estate, preserving
more of your wealth for your beneficiaries. Without clear instructions,
family members may have a dispute over your assets and decisions,
leading to conflicts and strained relationships. An estate plan clearly
outlines your wishes, reducing the potential for disagreements and
ensuring a smoother process during an already difficult time.

Most importantly, however, if you have minor children and four-
legged loved ones, an estate plan is indispensable. You can designate a
guardian to care for your children in the event of your untimely death,
ensuring they are raised by someone you trust. Your attorney can also
let you know how your four-legged family members can be cared for.
This provides peace of mind that your children and pets will be cared
for according to your wishes.

We know this article raises more questions than it answers. Creating an
estate plan involves navigating complex legal and financial landscapes.
An experienced estate planning attorney can help you understand your

options and develop a comprehensive plan tailored to your needs. They
can also ensure your plan remains up to date with any changes in your

life or the law.

We encourage you to contact us and schedule a meeting with attorney
Alan Hougum today. Attorney Alan Hougum and his compassionate
team will help you protect yourself and the people you love with
strategic planning strategies, such as wills, asset protection and
trusts, powers of attorney, estate trusts, elder law planning, Medicaid
crisis planning, Medicaid eligibility and application, probate and
estate administration, avoiding probate, charitable planning and
giving, special needs, and estate tax planning. Contact us by email at
info@hougumlaw.com or call us at 715-843-5001to schedule your
appointment today.

25, WAUSAU Antique Sale «sio

Mar. 22 - 23,2025 | Sat 9-5 © Sun 10-3
DC Everest Sr. High School | G-T Field House | 6400 Alderson St, Weston

(Wausau, Wis. Suburb) | Corner of Jelinek & Alderson St.
Facebook.com/WausauAntiqueShowAndSale | Instagram.com/zurkopromotions

o o ¢ 5( Fantastic Booths ® ©
Antiques © Vintage * Farm Chic ® Furniture © Mid-Century Modern © Victrola Repairer & More!

Collectors, Decorators, and History Buffs have enjoyed 1000’s of charming and the “HARD to FIND”
Treasures since 1985. Come, Search, and Discover the History of the Past! ... Worth the trip!

From the No. - So. - West:  39/51, Ex. 185, From the East: W. on Hwy 29 to Ex. 171 (Bus. 51);
go N. a few miles to Jelinek Ave, turn E. g0 N. 1/2 mi. to Burger King, turn E.

Lurko Promotions 715-526-9769 * Adm/$7.00 * Good for both days

LurkoPromotions.com/wausau-wisconsin-antique-show-and-sale

ZURKOg

MIDWEST
&
21’Ohvfornoﬁj




EAT WELL, AGE WELL. Pears
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Pears originated in
southeastern Europe and
were a favorite food for the
ancient Greeks and Romans.
The ancient Greek author
Homer described them as
“gifts from the gods.” They
are a gift and how appropriate
to celebrate them during
December!

Pears are one of my favorite
fruits. I have wonderful memories of climbing the pear trees on my
family homestead farm to pick them. We would let them ripen on the
porch. There is nothing better than a perfectly ripe pear with juice that
drips down your arm. So many wonderful memories of us all working
together in my grandma’s kitchen on canning day so we could enjoy
them throughout the winter. I hope you have some fond memories for
pears or create some this holiday season! The pear and cranberry crisp
recipe on the next page is easy and delicious. The fiber in pears helps
your digestion and heart health.

e Select: Choose firm pears without cuts or bruises. Did you know
that pears ripen at room temperature for best texture and taste. They
are in season September thru May depending on the variety.

* Storage: Once pears are ripe, use within 3 - 5 days or refrigerate to
keep them longer.

* Preparation: Always wash fresh produce under cool running
water even if you plan to peel them. Peel or cut just before using to
avoid browned flesh. You can also use lemon or citrus juice to help
prevent the browning.

Those who connect live happier,
healthier lives. The Landing is that
safe place to grow closer to your
55-plus community. Feel
comfortable, accepted and
welcomed by friends, members
and staff, whatever your life story
or your journey. At The Landing,
yoU'll belong, in a space that feels
like home.

At The Woodson YMCA
707 N. 3rd St.
Wausau, WI 54403

Visit thelandingwausau.com
or call 715.841.1855 today for
more information.

Recipe: Pear and Cranberry Crisp

Ingredients

* Y cup old fashioned rolled oats

* 1 Tablespoon packed brown sugar
» 2 Tablespoons flour

* Yiteaspoon cinnamon

» 2 Tablespoons applesauce

* 4 cups cubed pears (about 3 pears)
* 1 cup cranberries, fresh or frozen
* 1 Tablespoon cornstarch

Directions

*  Wash hands with soap and water.

* Rinse or scrub fresh fruits under running
water before preparing.

* In a medium bowl, combine oats, brown sugar, flour, cinnamon and
applesauce.
Combine pears, cranberries, and cornstarch in an 8x8-inch baking
dish. Sprinkle with oat mixture.

» Bake uncovered at 400 degrees F until juices are bubbling and
topping is browned, about 20 minutes.

» Refrigerate leftovers within 2 hours.

Notes
Try adding other spices such as nutmeg or cardamom.
Double the recipe to make a 9 x 13-inch version.

Recipes and photos used with permission from FoodHero.org.

Introducing Wausau'’s new state-of-the-art
rehabilitation hospital

When you are recovering from
illness or injury, choose PAM
Health Rehabilitation Hospital of
Wausau for

comprehensive,

compassionate care.

Our new hospital features:

«  All private rooms

«  Bedside dialysis

«  Specialty programs in stroke,
Parkinson’s disease,
orthopedic injury, traumatic
brain injury and more

«  Occupational, physical, and
speech therapists

«  24-hour nursing care

«  Full range of attending

physicians

1111 Westwood Drive
Wausau, WI 54401

Main: 715-952-1029
Admissions: 715-907-8374
www. PAMHealth.com

PAM HEALTH
REHABILITATION HOSPITAL
OF WAUSAU
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Power of the Penny!
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magine walking into a grocery store today with $20 in
your pocket. What would it buy? A simple dinner
of pasta and vegetables with some leftovers,
perhaps, if you’re lucky. This limited purchasing
power illustrates how inflation has changed the
value of money over time. The same $20 that
might only get you a couple of items now
could have comfortably stocked a pantry in
earlier years — or even paid for a doctor’s
visit. Let’s explore what $20 could buy at
different points in U.S. history.

Colonial Era - In colonial America, there was
no unified currency; instead, people used a mix
of British pounds, Spanish dollars, and local notes.
This lack of standardization makes direct comparisons
to modern prices difficult. However, some historians estimate

that $20 today might equal around 100 shillings in the 1730s. With
20 shillings, you could buy 50 acres of land in Maryland or around 3
pounds of beef in New England. In Rhode Island, around 1777, this
sum would buy a full suit of broadcloth for a man. Although these
examples are speculative, they offer a glimpse of the buying power
of money in early American history.

1870s - By 1785, the dollar was established as the U.S. currency, and
coins were minted in 1794. Paper money came later, in 1861. By the
1870s, $20 could cover a full month’s rent in a tenement apartment

in New York City’s Lower East Side. While these apartments were
often crowded and unsanitary, they provided affordable housing for
working-class families and new immigrants. Today, the average rent
in that same neighborhood is closer to $5,000 a month. At that time,

a typical laborer earned about $50 per month, so housing consumed
40% of their income. In rural areas, $20 could also buy a milking cow,
providing milk, cheese, and butter. For those interested in fashion, $20
went a long way. In San Francisco, $12.50 could buy a silk suit, $5 a
woolen coat, and $1.50 a twilled silk umbrella. Today, that same $20
might only buy two coffees in the city or a pair of sale jeans.

I’'M HERE TO HELP!

As a certified Senior Real Estate Specialist, | have the experience
and expertise in selling or downsizing your next home.

Let Me Help Guide You to Your Next Chapter!

Dave Olson S

EXCEL
REALTOR®, SRES™, ABR®
715.573.8976
davesellswausau@gmail.com

We can help!

800-426-2535

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

1920s - The Roaring ’20s marked a period of economic
growth and consumerism. People enjoyed more
access to goods, and $20 could buy a stylish suit,
coat, or dress for a night of dancing. Household
appliances, like electric ovens, also became
popular. A small countertop electric oven
cost about $10, making home upgrades more
accessible. The average U.S. income ranged
between $3,000 and $5,000 per year, so $20
wasn’t trivial. Cars were also on the rise,
though $20 wouldn’t cover a Ford Model T,
which cost around $260. But $20 could fill a
10-gallon gas tank multiple times — ideal for a
road trip.

1950s - In the 1950s, $20 could stretch far, covering
holiday meals and more. A Thanksgiving dinner with turkey,
potatoes, stuffing, cranberries, and pie costs under $7, so a family
could plan a full holiday meal and still have change left over.
Coca-Cola was priced at 5 cents a can, so $20 could buy 400 cans.
Medical visits were also affordable, with a doctor’s visit priced
around $5. This meant $20 could cover three or four appointments.

1980s - In the 1980s, live music was much more affordable than
today. For $20, you could buy two tickets to see major artists like
Bob Seger or the Grateful Dead. Toys were also popular, with
Transformers action figures priced at $10 each. And in fast food,

a McDonald’s value meal costs about $2.59, so $20 could feed a
family of seven. Today, that same $20 might cover a single drink at
a concert or one meal at a fast-food chain.

Over time, inflation has transformed what $20 can buy, from land
and essentials in the colonial era to modest entertainment today.
This journey through history highlights the dollar’s shifting value
across generations.

Massive ® 7%/1'0(47 * Indoox

Gift & Craft Show

SAT. December7 8am-4pm
Central WI Expo - Rothschild

I i GIFTS « CRAFTS - AND MORE!

Start the New Year
off right.

Talk to someone
\about your gambling.
Get Help!
1,000’S OF TREASURES!!
HolidayGiftandCraftShow.com
Zurko Promotions » 715-526-9769

5 Koshas

yoga and wellness
*Therapeutic and Senior Yoga & Chair Classes
*Private Yoga Therapy, Strength Training
*Pilates, Massage, Acupuncture, Chinese Medicine
*Tai Chi & Kali Martial Arts; Meditation
5 Koshas Yoga & Wellness, 2220 Sherman St., Wausau, Wl 54401

www.5koshasyoga.com | 715-298-1954

YOUR AD COULD

BE HERE!
CALL OR EMAIL US FOR MORE INFO!

715-831-0325

seniorreviewnewspapers@gmail.com

& SPARK!

ring a friend or family member

Second Thursday from 10:30 - Noon
Leigh Yawkey \,;
Woodson Call 715.8_4547010
Art Museum to register
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Do you know

PEACE OF MIND
OF KNOWING YOUR

-H'Oh‘ﬂ Ca ) LOVED ONE IS IN
THE BEST CARE

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
FROM ALL OF US AT
JLC HOME CARE

* Truly affordable in-home care
* Meal planning & preparation
* Light housekeeping & planning
* Personal care
(bathing and dressing)
* Respite care to relieve primary

Contact Senior Medicare Patrol caregiver

888-818-2611 * Shopping & errands

Medication Reminders

www.smpwi.org » Companionship

f WisconsinSeniorMedicarePatrol * Ambulation
* Service available 24/7,

365 days per year
?[ﬂa@fyour personal information * Insured & bonded
* Locally owned & operated
W@fé&fs}uspected fraud, abuse, and errors with over 20 years experience

in geriatric rehabilitation

@%@ﬁfsuspicious claims or activities

SMP

Senior Medicare Patrol

Preventing Medicare Fraud ASSISTING
INDIVIDUALS

TO REMAIN IN
THEIR OWN HOMES

Call us with questions ¥
about billing errors,
scams, and medical

identity theft

For FREE consultation call
715.355.5673

OUR SKILLED, COMPASSIONATE CAREGIVERS PROVIDE
NON-MEDICAL, SUPPORTIVE HOME CARE, ASSISTING OUR
CLIENTS IN THE COMFORTS OF THEIR OWN HOMES.

www.tlchomecarewi.com
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SMPs are grant-funded projects

of the federal U.S. Department of /
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Health and Human Services (HHS),
U.S. Administration for Community
Living (ACL).




Financial Resolutions for 2025 Building a Secure Future

By Cole Bruner, President of Buska Wealth Management
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s we approach 2025, it’s the perfect

time to reflect on our financial goals
and establish resolutions that can lead
to a more secure and prosperous future.
Whether you’re aiming to eliminate
debt, save for a major purchase, or
simply improve your financial literacy,
setting clear, achievable resolutions
can make all the difference. Here are
some practical financial resolutions to
consider for the coming year.

1. Create a Budget
One of the most effective ways to take control of your finances is to
create a detailed budget. Start by tracking your income and expenses

to identify areas where you may be able to cut back. Allocate funds

for essentials like housing and groceries, but also set aside money for
savings and discretionary spending. Consider using budgeting apps or
tools to simplify the process. A well-structured budget can not only help
you stay on track but can also enable you to plan for future expenses.

2. Build an Emergency Fund

Financial experts recommend having three to six months’ worth of
living expenses saved in an emergency fund. This cushion can protect
you from unexpected expenses, such as medical bills or job loss. If you
haven’t yet established an emergency fund, make it a priority in 2025
by contributing a set amount each month until you reach your goal.
Start small if needed and increase the amount whenever possible. This
fund can provide peace of mind and financial security.

3. Reduce Debt

Debt can be a significant barrier to financial freedom. For 2025,
consider setting a specific goal to reduce or eliminate your debt. Start
by listing all your debts, from credit cards to student loans. Focus on
high-interest debts first, using strategies like the snowball or avalanche
method. Consistently paying more than the minimum can help you pay
down your balances faster and save on interest payments.

4. Invest in Your Future

Investing is key to building wealth over time. If you haven’t started
investing yet, 2025 is the year to begin. Research different investment
options, such as stocks, bonds, and mutual funds. Consider opening

a retirement account, like a 401(k) or IRA, to take advantage of tax
benefits. If you’re already investing, review your portfolio to ensure it
aligns with your long-term goals and risk tolerance.

Cedar Creek Manor

Providing quality, personal care for the elderly

- Assistance In Personal Care

- Homecooked Meals

| - Furnished Room w/Free Cable
. & . Medication Monitoring ‘

“ “® .24 Hour Staffing

715.355.8246 - Respite Care Offered

Christmas Wishes and

Happy J—leﬁda%[s frerm
Cedar Creel IMarwer!

2480 Terrebonne Dr « Mosinee | cedarcreekmanorwi.com
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5. Enhance Financial Literacy
Knowledge is power, especially when it
comes to finances. Make a resolution to
improve your financial literacy in 2025.
Read books, listen to podcasts, watch
television shows, attend workshops,

or take online courses about personal
finance and investing. Understanding
the basics of budgeting, investing,

and saving can empower you to make
informed decisions and take control of
your financial future.

6. Plan for Retirement

It’s never too early to start planning for retirement. Review your

current retirement savings and contributions, and consider increasing
your contributions if possible. Take advantage of employer matches

in retirement accounts, as this is essentially free money. Additionally,
evaluate your retirement goals and adjust your savings plan accordingly.

7. Review and Adjust Regularly

Financial resolutions are not a one-time effort. Set a schedule to review
your financial goals regularly—monthly, quarterly, or annually. This
will help you stay accountable and make necessary adjustments based
on your progress and changing circumstances.

As you set your financial resolutions for 2025, remember that progress
takes time and persistence. By establishing clear goals and committing
to them, you can pave the way for a more secure financial future.
Embrace the journey, and celebrate your achievements along the way!

RETIREMENT

RESOLUTIONS
TO MAKE FOR 2025

Resolving to make even a couple of
modest financial adjustments may help
you enjoy a more stable retirement.

If you're retired - or getting fairly close to it -
there are some specific new year's retirement
resolutions that may help make your post-work
life a little easier.

Not sure where to start? There's no reason to
try and figure it out on your own when there are
experienced financial services professionals like
us eager to give you a hand. Contact our office
today to schedule a complimentary consultation.

715.355.4445
RetireWithBuska.com

1 | Create a Budget
2 | Build an Emergency Fund
3 | Reduce Debt

4 | Invest in Your Future

5 | Enhance Financial Literacy
6 | Plan for Retirement

7 | Review and Adjust Regularly
Read our Financial Resolutions

for 2025: Building a Secure
Future article to learn more.
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Ch riStm aS B I eSS ings By Dave Olson, Realtor®, RE/MAX EXCEL

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

oday’s column isn’t going to be about buying or selling your

home or downsizing or anything at all about your home. You all
know that I am here to help when you need help with that. Today
we are setting aside all things regarding your home. Except to offer
my blessings from our home to yours during this wonderful holiday
season.

Anyone who knows me well knows that I totally LOVE Christmas!

I love the entire Christmas season. I enjoy decorating, putting up

the outside lights and nativity scene, trimming our tree, planning,
shopping, and family and friends gathering. I love our church
services and the Christmas Cantata our church does SO WELL. Let’s
not forget gift giving.... I go overboard every year! Then of course,
Christmas eve and Christmas day. The celebration of the birth of our
Savior is the highest highlight of my entire year and I’'m filled with
JOY each year at Christmas.

This time of year, I have the privilege to reach out to many
wonderful people for a higher purpose than buying and selling their
homes. For me being entrusted with such a major responsibility is
clearly a privilege that I don’t take lightly, but now I get to reach out
as a friend, as a brother.

I get to offer Christmas wishes and blessings to the many wonderful
people I’ve known and those I’ve yet to meet. I get to extend my
wishes that the New Year will be richly blessed. I get to remind those
that [ know and love that we all have so much to be thankful and
grateful for as this year draws to a close. It’s a great time to reflect

% Senior Apartments For Rent #

The Marathon County Housing Association and Cedar Creek Senior Living is accepting
applications for efficiency, 1- & 2-bedroom apartments. Eligible applicants are 55+ years or disabled.

Apartments located in:
Athens | Colby | Edgar | Marathon City | Mosinee
Rothschild | Schofield | Spencer | Stratford

Re\‘\‘a\ Amenities include: ¢ Walk-in Showers
aSS\Sta“c at * Updated Kitchens  « Dishwasher & A/C
va\\ab\e * Updated Flooring ¢ Maintenance Staff
select es. | ® Updated Appliances ¢ Community Rooms
pvopem + Updated Windows e Off-Street Parking )
N
Wisconsin Management Co., Inc.

A better way... of living!
- 715-443-0036

WMC is an equal opportunity for apphcatlonsl

provider and employer.
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JKM Collection®, National Museum of Wildlife Art.
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on all the good things and good
times the past year has brought to
each of us.

As I get older, I have realized
that my family, my friends and
the wonderful relationships I've
been blessed with ARE the riches
I cherish most. For those of you
that are close to me, I am deeply
grateful and thankful for each

of you. My greatest riches and
blessings are each of you.

I meet a lot of great people through my work and that allows me to
work with them over time, developing friendships that often stay
with me. That is a reward I genuinely appreciate and value greatly. I
am privileged to write this column, and there are many of you that I
have not yet met, but I’'m thankful and grateful for all of you too.

May each of you be BLESSED along with your home and family
this holiday season. May you count YOUR blessings and may you
celebrate their goodness in your lives. May you cherish your family,
friends and loved ones. May your Christmas season be filled with
love, joy and happiness. May the hope and magic of Christmas fill
your hearts with gladness and peace. May your New Year be joyful
and may the coming one be your best year ever.

Staying in your home isn’t as easy as clicking
your heels and wishing you were back home.

We Provide:

¢ Daily Living Needs

* Housekeeping

* Laundry

* Meal Preparation

* Supportive &
Personal Care

* Medication Reminders

* Transport

* Errands, Shopping

* Blood Pressure Checks
e Transitional Care
* Companionship

o Affordable Care

* Day or Night Care -
* And Much, Much More!

Your care designed to meet your needs.

lee us on |
Facebook S
AN 1 <SS

A1 Home Health Care
(715) 359-8160 ¢ (715) 432-09II
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715.298.3835 QUL PrideTLC.com

Rennes Health & Rehab Center

Rehabilitative Services & Skilled Nursing

Private Rooms

24-Hour Nursing Care

In-House Staff Therapists

Home Safety Evaluation

Outpatient or Inpatient Rehab

Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy
One-to-One Patient-to-Therapist Treatment
State-of-the-Art Rehab Equipment & Therapy Gyms

For more information or a tour:
715.393.0400 / 4810 Barbican Avenue, Weston

Renaissance by Rennes
Assisted Living Apartment Community

Individual Private Apartments
Wireless Internet/Cable Included
Medication Monitoring
Transportation & Outings
Healthy Home-cooked Meals
Weekly Housekeeping

24-Hour Care Team

Full-Time Registered Nursing
Beauty Salon/Barber Shop and Spa For more information or a tour:

0@

Rennes Group

Assisted Living, Memory Care,
Rehab & Skilled Nursing Services

Est. 1973

090

rennesgroup.com

715.355.5858 / 4602 Barbican Avenue, Weston



